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Tel (707) 887-0357  email:  Hans@handsassociates.net

OBJECTIVE:  Fire & Life Safety Code Consultant/Instructor/Mentor

SUMMARY OF QUALIFICATION:

* Retired as of March 30, 2012 from the California State Fire Marshal as a Senior Deputy State Fire 
Marshal, with over fifteen (15) years experience as a Deputy.  Primary duties were managing field 
operations and training officer and mentoring of new Deputies.  Specialist in plan review and field 
inspections of new institutional occupancies and large state construction projects for fire & 
building code  regulations.  

* Over five (5) years experience as Fire Marshal and Fire Chief with Russian River Fire Protection 
District, managing fire and EMS operations, fire prevention bureau, administrative, finance and 
personnel functions.  On scene incident commander for large fire incidents and numerous national 
flood disasters in the Russian River area of Northern California.,

* Fourteen (12) years experience as a Firefighter and company officer for local Fire Department.  
Possess good working knowledge of actual fire behavior, fire ground tactics and strategy, fire 
ground command and the Incident Command Systems.

* Proven ability to supervise and motivate groups of people from widely varying backgrounds.
Proven ability at facilitating training for small and large groups and a qualified motivational fire & 
life safety educator for fire safety principals and programs.  Facilitator of fire safety programs for 
various agencies and facilities.

EXPERIENCE:
1998 - 2012 CAL FIRE / OFFICE of the STATE FIRE MARSHAL, Santa Rosa, California

Senior Deputy State Fire Marshal

1997 - 1998 STATE OF CALIFORNIA DIVISION OF THE STATE ARCHITECT
Fire and Life Safety Officer 

1992 - 1997 RUSSIAN RIVER FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT, Guerneville, California
Fire Chief

1990 - 1992 CALIFORNIA STATE FIRE MARSHAL’S OFFICE, San Leandro, California
Deputy State Fire Marshal

1978 - 1990 CITY OF PINOLE FIRE DEPARTMENT, Pinole, California
Fire Captain

1971 - 1975 UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
Sergeant - Military Intelligence Technician

EDUCATION:
Contra Costa College, San Pablo, California
Associate of Arts Degree (Business Administration)

Los Medanos College, Pittsburg, California
Santa Rosa Junior College, Santa Rosa, California
California State Fire Marshal, State Fire Training, Sacramento California
Fire Science courses and certifications
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Details of Fire Service Training & Education:

* A.A. Degree, Contra Costa College, San Pablo, California
Additional 27 units Fire Science, Los Medanos College, Pittsburg, California

* Firefighting Strategy and Tactics (6 hours) - 1988
* Wildland Firefighter Survival - 1986
* ICS-220 - 1984
* Ventilation Practices  (6 hours) - 1983
* Driver/Operator Class (144 hours) - 1983
* EMT 1A - 1984, Recertified - 1992 
* Firefighter I – 1982, Firefighter II - 1984
* Basic Operations II – 1980,  Fire Control II & III - 1980
* Uniform Fire Code - 1990
* FSAB Course 13.87, Fire Sprinkler Plan Review and Field Inspections (40 hours) - 1991
* Fire Investigation 1A – 2011, Fire Origin & Cause Update (8 hours) - 1994
* Quake Seminar - 1995 (The Medical & Rescue aspects of a Major Earthquake)
* PC 832 - Arrest Course - 1995
* Residential Sprinklers NFPA-13D (6 hours) – 1996, update 2010
* SEMS Executive Course G612 - 1996
* Fire Prevention 1A and 1B - 2003, 1C -2004, 2A – 2006, 2B – 2000, 2C - 2011
* Fire Instructor 1A and 1B - 2003, Regional Instructor Orientation – 2004
* New ICC codes transition classes (40 hours) – 2007

Special Accomplishments:

* Received a Letter of Commendation and numerous letters and certificates of recognition and
appreciation from citizens, peers, and professional organizations.

* Developed computer program in Lotus 123 for budget and statistical control for Pinole Fire
Department in 1984 and plan review tracking program State Fire Marshal’s office in 1990.

* Organized cohesive Disaster Preparedness plans for several private schools. 
* Guided the Russian River Fire Protection District through a department reorganization process,

involvement staff and constituents.  Completed 90% of goals for five year plan in three years.
* Developed and implemented a cohesive inspection program for local businesses and target

hazards based on a concept of education and cooperation with the business community.
* Designed and implemented a fiscal planning and accountability program for daily operations and 

capital outlay for current and future equipment.
* Implemented a revitalized a training program based on realistic training standards and needs.
* Assisted in development and planning of a Disaster plan for the lower Russian River Area.  
* Developed, organized and implemented additional disaster plan for the town of Guerneville.
* Served as President of the Sonoma County Fire Prevention Officer’s Association in 1995 and 

served as Secretary & Treasurer from 1998 to present.
* Major participant in Sonoma County’s “EMS Future Search” and EMS Redesign Task Force.
* Served as member of Sonoma County’s O.E.S. Emergency Coordinators Forum for 4 years.
* Served as EMS Liaison Chief for Sonoma County Fire Chief’s Association for 3 years.
* Developed Fire & Life Safety Plan Review guidelines for DSA and SFM.
* Developed curriculum for DSA In Depth Fire & Life Safety Class for Inspectors.
* Primary instructor for DSA In Depth Fire & Life Safety Class for Inspectors 2007
* 2007 Recipient of Sonoma County Fire Prevention Officer’s “Harry Quinlan Award” for                 

                             excellence in fire prevention for Sonoma County.
* Lead Instructor for State Fire Marshal Legislative Mandated SFM Statutes & Regulations Class
* Registered State Fire Training Instructor for fire prevention classes.
* Developed, presented and facilitated numerous seminars on fire & life safety issue
* Specialist in fire code requirements and processes for “Design Build” construction projects


